
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL CLASS TEAM 
 
We are looking forward to the schoolôs official opening this week 
with The Honourable Bronwyn Pike officiating. Several invited 
guests will be present and the Minister will take a tour of our new 
facilities. We will be able to elaborate more about this important 
event in next weekôs newsletter. 
 
UNESCO Launched World Teacherôs Day in 1994 and this Friday 
we will celebrate the day at Roberts McCubbin Primary School. On 
this day tributes are paid to teacherôs worldwide and in Victoria to 
the 92,000 who work in our government, independent and Catholic 
schools.  
 
In particular I would like to highlight the wonderful team of teachers 
that we have at this school. Teachers do so much more than 
teach. At this school we care about not only the academic well 
being of the children in our care but also the social and emotional 
well being. Teachers are often called on to counsel not only 
children but also family members who may be experiencing family 
breakdown, grief or trauma of some kind. Teachers canôt help but 
become emotionally involved in these issues and frequently find 
themselves mulling over them and worrying about the children 
they have dealt with well beyond their hours of work. Our teachers 
work very hard at further developing many life skills within the 
children some of which are, encouraging them to become risk-
takers with their learning, to be more resourceful and resilient and 
to become more self reliant in order to encourage them to face the 
challenges life has to offer them. 
 
To be effective, teachers need to be willing to learn, to change and 
to grow in their skills and understandings of their teaching practice. 
Teachers are constantly faced with research indicating how 
teaching practice and pedagogy can be improved in order to best 
assist childrenôs learning. We are fortunate to have a teaching staff 
who are willing to take up opportunities to further improve their 
knowledge. This is achieved through the use of óexpertsô within our 
own staff, attending professional development sessions in a 
variety of forums and engaging consultants to work with staff at the 
school. After engaging in professional development teachers are 
required to report back to the rest of the staff in order to share any 
new ideas or strategies, which stimulate a lot of lively professional 
dialogue.  
 
An example of teachers learning from each other was Tuesday 
night when the staff of Wattle Park PS came to here to Roberts 
McCubbin. All staff had conducted writing sessions with their 
students using the same topic and conditions. They met in teams 
to discuss the writing pieces and to ómoderateô on where the 
writing fitted within the VELS framework. Both schools found it an 
extremely worthwhile session and we hope that it will be a regular 
feature of the professional learning within our two schools. 
 
Please take the time if possible to acknowledge the professional 
people who devote their working lives to the next generation. 
 
Marg Pickburn 
Principal 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
Friday, 30

th
 October 

¶ World Teachersô Day 

¶ Junior School Assembly in Hall ï 3:00pm ï 3:30pm (Year 5 LAMP 
team attending.  Multicultural / Multilingual presentation) 

 
Monday, 2

nd
 November 

¶ PFA Meeting following Assembly in Hall 
 
Tuesday, 3

rd
 November 

¶ Melbourne Cup Day ï No School 
 
Wednesday, 4

th
 November 

¶ 5/6 Excursion to Immigration/Chinese Museums ï 9:00am ï 
3:00pm 

 
Friday, 6

th
 November 

¶ Artistsô Camp Fair ï Art Show Opening ï 7:00pm 
 
Saturday, 7

th
 November 

¶ Artistsô Camp Fair ï 12pm ï 7pm 
 
Tuesday, 10 November 

¶ Year 6 ï School Pix - Graduation Photo 
 
Wednesday, 11

th
 November 

¶ Education Committee Meeting 6:00-7:00pm 
 
Thursday, 12

th
 November 

¶ 1
st
 Prep Familiarisation Session ï 9:05am ï 9:50am 

¶ Whole School Transition ï 9:00am ï 9:50am 
 
 

 

Notices sent home during last week 
 

To Eldest Child 2009 Ride Bracelets Order Form 
 3/4ôs  Excursion Permission Form for Local Streets 

and Gardiners Creek 
 5/6D Head Lice Letter dated 23

rd
 October 2009 

 

Please note ï items marked in BOLD require parent 

response. 

 
 

Artistsô Camp Fair ï Ride Bracelets 
 

Please note this Friday, 30
th

 October is the last day 
to purchase discounted ride bracelets.  Forms were 
sent home last week. 

Normal School Day 
 
Just a reminder that Monday, November 2

nd
, the day 

before Melbourne Cup Day, is a normal school day 
and children are expected to attend. 

http://www.robmacps.vic.edu.au/
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Action Points 

 

¶ Walkathon money due Friday 30
th
 October 

¶ World Teachersô Day - Friday 30
th
 October 

¶ School Transition morning teas ïThursday 12
th
, 

19
th
 and 26

th
 November  

 
PFA email address 

 
If you would like to contact PFA for any reason please 
do so at pfa@robmacps.vic.edu.au.  Thank you! 
Walkathon money due 30

th
 October  

 
On Friday we will be tallying the money for the 2009 
Walkathon. Friday morning is your last chance to get 
your money and forms in! Please return outstanding 
forms to your classroom teacher by Friday. On 
Monday 9

th
 November in morning assembly we will be 

announcing the lucky winner of the 2009 Giant Upland 
Bike (provided with help from our good friend Vladimir 
at Cycle Works Whitehorse, 1115 Whitehorse Road, 
Box Hill, 9890 2622, www.cycleworks.com.au ) for the 
child with the most sponsorship collected.  Be there for 
the big announcement! 
 

Whole School Working Bee last Saturday 
 
It wasnôt only the sun that made our school shine on 
Saturday. The Whole School Working Bee saw not just 
musclely dads but several whole families make the 
school their priority on Saturday morning.  In fact over 
20 families committed their time and it was humbling to 
see staff members, Maria Pase and Jen Walker along 
with Marg Pickburn and of course Belinda Treseder 
pitching in. The energy that went into the mornings 
work from all was fantastic to witness.  The group 
surprised and delighted Miss Treseder making light 
work of 12 cubic metres of mulch and the hoard of 
children demonstrated admirable focus on their 
designated jobs.  They were very proud of themselves! 
Everyone worked hard and carer David chanced the 
top of ladders to clean out gutters, and all deservedly 
applauded fathers, Dean and Nick, after they appeared 
from the heroic task of whipper-snipping the entire 
boundary of the school. Our genuine thanks go to the 
Costello family of Bakers Delight for their constant 
support of the school.  In this case they generously 
supplied a variety of loaves, sweet buns and health 
bars.  With the bi-fold doors of the hall opened up, and 
some good music filling the space, the post working 
bee sausage sizzle drew people together and took on 
a celebratory feel of achievement and camaraderie. A 
tremendous show of family support for the school. 
 

Berry Jam for the Fair last Sunday 
 
We washed and hulled 32 punnets (7 kilos) of the most 
gorgeous strawberries you have ever seen last 

Sunday. They looked magnificent piled in bowls on the 
Johnsonôs kitchen bench!  Then, whilst jars were 
sterilised in the oven we had coffee and cake in the 
sunshine.  Such a tough day!  Whilst only Leanne and 
myself made it on Sunday we joined in spirit with the 
women who have previously supported the PFAôs 
Gourmet Goodie making days. And we were extremely 
grateful to the person/s who left jars in the foyer and 
went to the trouble of making sure they had not a 
skerrick of label or gum.  Whoever you are, we truly 
thank you.  Your efforts made the task for us so much 
easier! 
 

World Teachersô Day ï Friday 30
th

 October 
 
ñTeaching is not a lost art, but the regard for it is a lost 
tradition.ò (Jacques Barzun, born 1907).  This Friday is 
World Teachersô Day. World Teachersô Day is the 
student/ family equivalent for teachers that 
Mothers/Fathers Day is for children.  It represents an 
opportunity to focus on one special day and 
acknowledge with gratitude the role of teachers and 
our schools.  As a multi aging school each RMPS 
family has the more unusual experience of developing 
relationship with each childôs teacher over consecutive 
years; they do far more then deliver the raw material of 
the curriculum. We want to acknowledge and thank all 
teachers; our classroom teachers, specialist teachers, 
integration aides, administrative staff and, holding all 
this together, the leadership team of Mrs Pickburn and 
Miss Treseder.  Together they all shape our school 
experience; a place we care greatly about for the sake 
of the children.  Itôs been really lovely to hear parents 
telling us what little cards or surprises are being made 
by the children for their class teachers. If families 
would also like to make a family expression of 
appreciation this would no doubt be greatly 
appreciated also.  Some teachers will not be with us 
on Friday; Mrs Foley, Ms Ryan and Ms Alexander, but 
we hold them also in our thoughts. The PFA will be 
preparing the staff room for a special morning tea on 
Friday and we are so grateful for the gestures of 
support from families to home-bake treats for the 
teachers celebratory morning tea. 
 

Transition Morning teas ï help still please for 
November 

 
Thank you to those who have already offered to 
provide a plate and /or a pair of hands to welcome 60 
new families to the school with the transition morning 
teas in November.  We still need more though, so 
please keep those names coming!  Its not until after 
the Fair, which gives a bit of breathing space, so if you 
can help on one or all of the Thursday mornings of 
November 12

th
, 19

th
 and 26

th
 please let us know on 

pfa@robmacps.vic.edu.au.  Small children welcome! 
 

Thought for World Teachersô Day 
 
He who opens a school door, closes a prison. 
(Victor Hugo 1802-85) 
 
Ann Rennie 
President 
 

 
President:  Ann Rennie 
Treasurer:  Kate Bury 
Secretary:  Leanne Johnson 

 

mailto:pfa@robmacps.vic.edu.au
http://www.cycleworks.com.au/
mailto:pfa@robmacps.vic.edu.au


Parent Evaluation Survey 
 
The area of the Parent Evaluation Survey that I would like to comment on this week is First Aid.  
The comments we had about First Aid were overwhelmingly positive with many people thanking 
Jen for her caring approach towards the children. Comments included: 
 

¶ Jen is popular and the kids find her approachable 

¶ invaluable 

¶ Having a First Aid officer is excellent and reassuring 

¶ It is great and my child has used it a few times 

¶ It is good to have staff in this area and the communication is very good 

¶ Is an absolute asset to the school 

¶ Jen is very thorough, has a lovely manner, rings parents ï thanks for her manner and her 

experience 

¶ This is great, always helpful 

 

Good communication between the school and home in relation to First Aid issues was a common 
theme in the comments made by parents who filled out the survey. Whenever Jen or one of the 
teachers has serious concerns about how a child is feeling and if there has been a serious bump 
or fall in the yard either Jen or another member of staff will contact parents. If a child is too unwell 
to be at school we will ask for them to be picked up but sometimes it is just some reassurance that 
a child needs and after speaking to someone from home will resume their work in the classroom.  
 
If a child has a heavy bump to the head we always phone parents so they can make the decision 
to take them to a doctor for a check. 
 
Another reason we will call home to ask for a child to be picked up is if they have head lice. This is 
common practice in all schools as the child needs to be treated so that the chance of further 
infestation within the childôs class is reduced. 
 
A parent commented that there should be more First Aid and that children need their wounds 
washed out and not told to wash it themselves. All staff carry a bum bag on Yard Duty so that 
small grazes can be dealt with in the yard rather than everyone converging on the First Aid room. 
Sometimes there is no sign of blood and staff may suggest that the child wash their arm or leg if it 
has a lot of dirt and grit on it. All serious injuries however are referred to the First Aid room. 
 
Thank you again to everyone for their contribution to our survey. 
 
Marg Pickburn,  
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter 
 

If you are wanting to place an article in the school 
newsletter, you can email it to me at 
langton.karen.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

 

LOST 
 
Guitar in a black cover.  Left at school at least a couple of 
weeks ago and now canôt be located. Has a name tag both 
in the cover and outside which said Hunter Lipscomb.  If 
you know where this is, could you please phone Carolyn 
on 0418 552 321 

CLASS PLACEMENT IN 2010 
 

Please note all letters must be in to me by Friday, 6th November.  Any letters received after this 
date will not be accepted.  Refer to last weekôs article in the newsletter for further information. 
 

Margaret Pickburn - Principal 

mailto:langton.karen.d@edumail.vic.gov.au


                                            

 

  

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS 

PROGRAM  
 

WHATôS ON AT AFTERCARE 

TERM 4 Week 5 
  
Monday to Friday 
Art & Craft ï  Matchstick construction 

Celebrity Heads/ Pictureka/ Uno 
Dress Ups, Dolls Houses 
Dodgeball  
Free play outdoors weather permitting 
  
CLUBS: 
Monday ï  Drama Games- Zap, Captains orders, Giants 
treasure 
Tuesday ï Cooking Club ï Fruit Kebabs with yoghurt 
Wednesday ï Hall Games - Dodgeball 
Thursday ï Construction Club is back! 
Friday ï DVD club ï You choose 

  
Gabby Marsh 
Program Co ï ordinator 
Phone : 9899 4308 
Email: oshp@robmacps.vic.gov.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINE BAR!!!!  
In order for us to be able to hold a liquor licence 
and have a Wine Bar at the Fair, we need to have 
several people on deck who have the Responsible 
Serving of Alcohol certificate. If this is you, please 
let Belinda Treseder or Darren Smethurst know 
ASAP. 

Roberts McCubbin PS Breaks Record? 
Last Saturday morningôs working bee crew must have 
broken all records for the fastest mulch-moving in the 
east!!!! Thank you so much to all the 25, or so, families ï 
mums, dads, children and big and little brothers and sisters 
ï who pitched in to help.  The school looked like a bee hive, 
with people buzzing all over the place ï digging, spreading, 
weeding, clearing, whipper-snippering, mowing, sweeping, 
blowing, BBQing ï we even had a couple of people who 
refused to quit, even when the sausages were almost all 
gone. With our buildings being opened on Thursday and 
our Fair coming up in just over a week, we needed to do a 
huge tidy-up and thanks to the efforts of all these wonderful 
hard-working people, we now have a school yard that looks 
so good, it almost sparkles. Congratulations on a great 
team effort. 
 
Also a huge thank-you must go to Kelly and Ian Costello 
(JCJ) from Bakers Delight, who donated bread for our 
sausage sizzle and yummy buns to keep us going! 
 
Belinda Treseder ï on behalf of the Buildings and 

Grounds committee 
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State Athletics Championships 

 
Congratulations to Ned S in grade 5 who this week 
competed in the State Athletics Championships at Olympic 
Park.  Ned was good enough to have qualified through 
District, Zone and Regional Championships to make it 
through to the State Championships which was an 
incredible achievement in itself.  He won his way through 
heats of both the 100m and 200m finishing 7

th
 in the final of 

the 100m and 4
th

 in the final of the 200m.  You did us all 
proud Ned.  Well done. 
 
Tim Fearn-Wannan 
PE Co-ordinator 

mailto:oshp@robmacps.vic.gov.edu.au

